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What the Administration, Air Quality Regulators, Utilities and Farming Representatives are saying about the Diesel Incentive Program

ADMINISTRATION

"As a central valley resident, I speak from first hand experience when I tell you that we all welcome improved air quality.  I would encourage those farmers who will benefit from this program to help us clean the air by retiring their diesel engine irrigation pumps.  We'll all breathe a little bit easier."





Mike Chrisman – Secretary

California Resources Agency

(916) 653-5656
UTILITIES

“This innovative program was developed cooperatively with participation from the administration, air quality regulators, the agricultural community and the utilities. Our successful collaborative effort will result in significantly cleaner air in California’s Central Valleys, a common objective shared by all parties involved.”

Jan Berman – Director of Rates 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company

 (415) 973-5930
“SCE is pleased to announce the filing today of an application requesting

the California Public Utilities Commission adopt a new electric rate

schedule and approve enhanced line-extension allowances for agricultural

customers primarily using diesel pumps for irrigation pumping.

The proposed rate schedule and line-extension allowance were developed to

provide incentives for agricultural customers retiring existing diesel

motors and converting to electric motors to improve air quality in the

region. The proposed rates and enhanced line-extension allowances requires that "dirty" diesel motors and any air-emission credits associated with them be

permanently retired.

SCE is pleased to propose this new rate schedule and line-extension

allowance because it would improve air quality while providing overall

economic benefits to our customers."

Catherine Hackney, Director of Public Affairs





Southern California Edison

(916) 441-3979
REGULATORS

"Converting diesel irrigation pumps to electricity, a near-zero emissions source, is the best available control method for that equipment and will result in significant short term improvements to air quality.  We've been working on this strategy for a while and are gratified to see it finally coming to fruition, thanks to the cooperation of the utilities and the Administration.”





Catherine Witherspoon – Executive Officer

California Air Resources Board

(916) 445-4383

“This is the kind of creative approach that's needed to clean up the air as easy emission reductions become harder to find. It's good for air quality, good for agriculture and good for California.”

Kerry Drake – Associate Director

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 9

(415) 947-4157
"The Air District fully supports this new program being requested by the utilities, and we will work within our regulatory structure through incentives or other means to help facilitate the upgrade to clean electric irrigation pumps."

David Crow – Air Pollution Control Officer

San Joaquin Air Pollution Control District

(559) 230-6000

“The use of electric pumps reduces health care costs for our residents, decreases foreign oil dependency, and cuts global climate change emissions.  All of these benefits will be realized without impacting the vital economic value of California’s agricultural industry.”



Larry Greene – Air Pollution Control Officer



Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District



(916) 874-4800

ENVIRONMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

“This program will result in the destruction of some of the dirtiest sources of energy in agriculture, ensure greater efficiency for the new systems, and result in cleaner, healthier air for people living in California’s important agricultural regions.” 

Sheryl Carter 

Natural Resources Defense Council

(415) 875-6100  (Unavailable until November 15th)
FARMING ORGANIZATIONS

“This is a classic example of the business community working with government regulators to achieve a common-sense solution to critical air quality issues.  Rather than spending millions of dollars retrofitting these diesel engines to reduce emissions, through this program we are eliminating virtually all emissions while dramatically enhancing the environment and the air valley residents breathe.  This is a win-win-win situation.”

Michael Boccadoro – Executive Director

Agricultural Energy Consumers Association

(916) 447-6206
“This is a landmark proposal, that gives our farmers a much-needed tool to meet and exceed air quality regulations.  This kind of program will allow our farmers to partner in cleaning our air, while allowing our family farms to continue to produce food and fiber for Californians.”

Earl Williams - President

California Cotton Growers and Ginners Association

(559) 252-0684
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