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WHEREAS, Health and Safety Code sections 39600 and 39601 autherize the Air Resources
Board (the Board or ARB) to adopt standards, rules, and regulations and to do such acts as may -
be necessary for the proper execution of the powers and duties granted to and imposed upon the
Board by law: ' ' '

WHEREAS, section 39606(a) of the Heélth and Safety Code directs the Air Resourceé Board to
. divide the State into air basins based on similar meteorological and geographic conditions and
with consideration for political boundary lines whenever practicable;

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 421(AB 421) added section 39606.1 to the Health and Safety Code
(H&SC), and this section requires the ARB to adopt regulations by January 1, 1997, to divide the
current Southeast Desert Air Basin (SEDAB) into two new air basins;

WHEREAS, section 39606.1 specifies that one new air basin be named the “Mojave Desert Air
Basin,” and that it include at least the current SEDAB portions of Kern and Los Angeles
Counties and all areas under the jurisdiction of the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management
District; ' :

WHEREAS, section 39606.1 authorizes the ARB to include, in the new Mojave Desert Air
Basin, any additional areas contiguous to the areas mentioned above that the ARB determines
appropriate for inclusion, based upon similar meteorological and geographical conditions and
consideration for political boundary lines whenever practicable;

WHEREAS, a second new air basin would coﬁsist of those areas of the SEDAB that are not
"included by the ARB in the new Mojave Desert Air Basin, and section 39606.1 indicates that
these areas shall remain in the SEDAB; '

WHEREAS, the staff believes that it would be appropriate to assign a new name to this second
air basin to alleviate possible confusion by the public between the old and new versions of the
SEDAB;

fmios WHEREAS, the ARB staff proposes to divide the SEDAB'into two new air basins called the
- “Mojave Desert Air Basin” and the “Salton Sea Air Basin;”
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WHEREAS, the ARB staff proposes to include in the new Mojave Desert Air Basin the current
SEDAB portions of Kern, Los Angeles, and San Bernardino Counties, and also that segment of -
Riverside County that lies to the east of the southwestern boundary line of Hydrolog1c Umt
Number 18100100 in Riverside County;

WHEREAS, the ARB staff’s proposed boundary for the Mojave Desert Alr Basm includes all of
the minimum territories specified by section 39606.1;

WHEREAS, the ARB staff proposes to include in the new Salton Sea Air Basin all of I'mperial
County and that segment of the current SEDAB portion of Riverside County that lies to the west
of the southwestern boundary line of Hydrologic Unit Number 18100100 in Riverside County;

WHEREAS, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast AQMD) has |

- requested that the ARB realign air basin boundaries so that the San Gorgonio Pass area, currently
a part of the SEDAB, would become a part of the South Coast Air Basin;

'WHEREAS the ARB staff has reviewed the South Coast AQMD s request and recommends that

the ARB support the request;

WHEREAS, the ARB staff proposes to expand the boundary -of.South Coast Air Basin by
including the San Gorgonio Pass area of the current SEDAB as a part of the South Coast Air
Basin; '

WHEREAS, the ARB staff’s proposed changes in air basin boundaries necessitate that the

ARB’s air basin-specific agricultural burning regulations also be amended, and these regulations
establish meteorolo glcal criteria for declarmg permissive burn days;

WHEREAS, the ARB staff proposes to use the existing meteorological crltena of the SEDAB for

‘the new Salton Sea Alr Basin;

WHEREAS, the ARB staff proposes to use the existiﬁg meteorological criteria of the SEDAB for
the new Mojave Desert Air Basin except with the deletion of one criterion on wind direction that
does not apply to the MDAB;

WHEREAS, state and federal law require the identification of areas with unhealthy levels of air
pollution that exceed ambient air quality standards; these areas are designated “nonattainment™
until monitoring data demonstrate that health-based standards are met; -

WHEREAS, each nonattainment area is classified according to the severity of the air pollution
problem and classification establishes specific control requirements under both state and federal
law; ' '
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WHEREAS, state law directs the Air Resources Board to consider the contribution of transport
in establishing classifications under the California Clean Air Act;

WHEREAS, the federal Clean A1r Act prov1des for limited conSIdera’uon of transport m
establishing federal classifications;

WHEREAS, U.S. EPA, after consultation with appropriate state and local authorities, made
errors in drawing the boundaries for the Southeast Desert Modified Air Quality Maintenance -
Area (AQMA) and the San Joaquin Valley Nonattainment Area;

WHEREAS, exceedances of the federal ozone standard in the Southeast Desert Modified AQMA
are caused by transport from outside the nonattainment area;

WHEREAS, the Kern Desert portion of the new Mojave Desert Air Basin should not be within
the San Joaquin Valley Nonattainment Area;

WHEREAS, the California Air Resources Board in implementing Health and Safety Code
sections 41200 and 39606.1 has moved the Banning Pass Area from the Southeast Desert Air
Basin to the South Coast Air Basin;

WHEREAS, U.S. EPA classified the Southeasf Desert Modified AQMA using monitoring data
from the Banning Pass Area and did not consider transport from the South Coast Air Basin;

WHEREAS, the ARB staff has provided opportunities for public comment and considered such
comments before proposing these amendments to the Board;

WHEREAS, the California Environmental Quality Act and Board regulations require that no
project which may have significant adverse environmental impacts be adopted as originally
proposed if feasible alternatives or mitigation measures are available to reduce or eliminate such
impacts;

WHEREAS, a public hearing and other administrative proceedings have been held in accordance
with the provisions of Chapter 3.5 (commencing with section 11340), Part 1, Division 3, Title 2
of the Government Code, and the Board has considered the testimony presented by interested
persons and the Board staff; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds that:

1. The proposed amendments to the southeast Desert Air Basin boundary are
necessary to comply with the requirements of section 39606 1 of the Health and
Safety Code;
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2. The proposed amendments to the South Coast Air Basin boundary are based on a
technically sound analysis of the geography and meteorology of the area;

3. The proposed amendments comply with the requirements of Health and Safety
Code sections 39600, 39601, and 39606(a); '

4, This regulatory action will not have a significant adverse impact on the
environment; and .

5. There is no alternative considered by the Board which would be more effective in
carrying out the purpose of the proposed action or would be as effective and less
burdensome to public agencies, small businesses, or private persons or businesses
other than small businesses than the proposed actior. '

' NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Air Resources Board requests that

the U.S. EPA make conforming changes to the nonattainment area boundaries for the Southeast
Desert Modified AQMA that reflect the Board’s action;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the California Air Resources Board supports a change to
federa) law to direct U.S. EPA to take transport into account when establishing nonattainment
area classifications;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the California Air Resources Board requests that U.S. EPA
revisit current requirements for the Southeast Desert Modified AQMA and modify applicable
requirements as appropriate to correct the errors; '

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board hereby adopts the amendments to sections 60104,
60109, and 80280, and adopts new sections 60114 and 80311, to Title 17, California Code of
Regulations, as set forth in Attachment A, hereto.

I hereby certfiy that the above is a true and
correct copy of Resolution 96-20, as adopted
by the Air Resources Board.

Pat Hutchens, Board Secretary




