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Overview

California’s Smoke Management Program (Program) was revised in March 2000 with the Air Resources Board adoption of the Smoke Management Guidelines.  The revised Program, which addresses smoke from agricultural and prescribed burning, includes:  a)  better communication among burners, air districts, and the public; b)  improved information collection for burn registration; c)  improved smoke management planning – including identification of smoke sensitive areas, identification of mitigation measures to minimize smoke impacts, and improved meteorological and burn management data collection;  d)  the addition of air district burn authorizations for all agricultural and prescribed burns; and 
e) improved flexibility for authorizing burns on no-burn days through the use of marginal burn days.  

The revised Program also requires air districts to provide more comprehensive reports to ARB about the types, amounts, and locations of materials burned each year.  Air districts must also submit a yearly report to ARB about special permits issued to burners on no-burn days associated with imminent and substantial economic loss.  The revised Program entails a tiered smoke management planning structure that has minimal requirements for smaller burns (<10 acres) and more substantial requirements – including identification of smoke sensitive areas, monitoring requirements, and detailed ignition prescriptions -- for larger burns and burns with the potential to impact smoke sensitive areas.

Examples of Progress To Date

Implementation of the program over the past three years has included a substantial amount of collaborative and constructive effort by air and land management agencies.  Efforts have been directed towards:  a) improved public outreach (including fact sheets, web pages, and a draft public outreach plan); 
b) a uniform smoke management plan; c) improved communication protocols (including daily conference calls with burners, air districts, ARB, and weather and smoke forecasters); d) initial development of the prescribed fire and incident reporting system – PFIRS; e)  improved data collection and decision making tools; f)  alternatives to burning; and f)  program cost recovery.  A multi-agency group of air, land, and weather experts has formed the California and Nevada Smoke and Air Committee (CANSAC) to develop improved weather and smoke forecasting tools such as MM5.  Upper level management from land and air management agencies have formed a working group to address communication and decision making policies such as community outreach and public notification protocols.  The Interagency Air and Smoke Council (IASC) has been instrumental towards facilitating communication between air and land managers and maintaining momentum for a continuously improving smoke management program.  Informed and constructive contributions by IASC members to the program development and communication process have contributed to the group’s successful efforts.
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